9th Grade GROUP READING
WORKSHOP—STAAR Aligned

Theme: Reading Like a Test Writer

Workshop Overview

Grade Level: 9th (English I STAAR aligned)
Length: 4-5 class periods
Structure: Collaborative group rotations + whole-class synthesis

Essential Question

How do strong readers analyze texts and prove their thinking with evidence?

Objectives

Students will:

Make inferences using text evidence

Analyze author’s purpose, tone, and craft
Compare paired texts

Determine meaning of words in context
Answer STAAR-style questions

Write short and extended constructed responses

Group Roles (Assign per group)

Discussion Leader — guides conversation
Evidence Finder — locates quotes
Analyzer — explains meaning

Recorder — writes group responses



e Reporter — shares out

WORKSHOP STRUCTURE

Students rotate through 5 STAAR Skill Stations

STATION 1: INFERENCE + TEXT
EVIDENCE

Text (Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass)

Excerpt:

“The more I read, the more I was led to abhor and detest my enslavers...”

STAAR-Style Question

What can the reader infer about Douglass’s feelings toward slavery?

A. He accepts it

B. He begins to question it
C. He strongly opposes it
D. He ignores it

Group Task

e Select the correct answer
e Provide text evidence
e Explain reasoning



Teacher Script

“STAAR is not asking what the text says—it’s asking what it means. Show me where you got
your answer and explain it.”

STATION 2: AUTHOR’S PURPOSE &
CRAFT

Text (Abraham Lincoln, The Gettysburg Address)

Excerpt:

“that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

STAAR-Style Question

Why does Lincoln repeat “the people”?

Group Task

o Identify the author’s purpose
o Explain the effect on the audience

Teacher Script

“When authors repeat words, it is always intentional. Ask yourself: why this word, and why
repeat it?”

STATION 3: VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT



Text (Helen Keller, The Story of My Life)

Excerpt:

“a misty consciousness as of something forgotten...”

STAAR Question

What does “misty consciousness” most nearly mean?

Group Task

e Determine meaning using context
o Explain reasoning

Teacher Script

“You should never guess vocabulary. Use the words and ideas around it to figure it out.”

STATION 4: PAIRED PASSAGES

Text A: Frederick Douglass
Text B: Helen Keller

STAAR-Style Question

How do both authors develop the idea that knowledge changes a person’s life?



Group Task

e Compare both texts
o Provide one piece of evidence from each
o Explain the connection

Sentence Frames
e “Both authors show...”

e “In Douglass’s text...”
e “Similarly, Keller...”

Teacher Script

“One of the biggest STAAR mistakes is only discussing one text. You must use both.”

STATION 5: STAAR-STYLE QUESTION
SET

Students answer mixed questions:
Inference
Theme

Author’s purpose
Structure

Example Question

Which sentence best supports the theme of perseverance?

Group Task



e Select the best answer
o Explain why it is correct
o Explain why other choices are incorrect

Teacher Script

“On STAAR, it’s not enough to pick the right answer—you must understand why the others are
wrong.”

WHOLE-CLASS SYNTHESIS

Discussion Questions

e Which station was most challenging?
e Where did evidence matter most?
e How did comparing texts deepen your understanding?

WRITING CONNECTION (REQUIRED
FOR STAAR)

SHORT CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE
(SCR)

Prompt

Explain how one author develops the idea that knowledge brings change.

Requirements



e 5-7 sentences
e Must include evidence

EXTENDED CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE
(ECR)

Prompt

Explain how both authors develop the idea that knowledge leads to growth and struggle.

Requirements

e 2-4 paragraphs
« FEvidence from both texts

TIMED WRITING PRACTICE

¢ 30 minutes
e STAAR conditions

Teacher Script

“You are now writing exactly like you will on STAAR. Plan, write, and revise within the time
limit.”

STUDENT CHECKLIST

Students must confirm:

o Tanswered the question
e [used evidence



e [ explained my thinking
e lincluded both texts (if required)

STAAR RUBRIC (Simplified)

Score 4 — Strong
e Clear idea, strong evidence, deep explanation
Score 3 — Sufficient
e Clear answer, some evidence
Score 2 — Developing
e Weak explanation or limited support
Score 1 — Beginning

e No clear idea or evidence

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

1. Evidence Hunt

Students locate strongest textual support

2. Wrong Answer Analysis

Students explain why distractors are incorrect

3. Build-a-Response

Students assemble answer, evidence, and explanation

TEACHER NOTES (CRITICAL)



Common STAAR Mistakes

No evidence

e Weak explanation

e Only using one text

e Guessing without justification
Key Coaching Prompts

e “Show me where in the text”
e “How does this prove your answer?”
“Why not the other choices?”

FINAL RESULT

Students will:

Analyze texts at STAAR level
Use evidence consistently
Compare paired passages
Answer higher-level questions
Write text-based responses



